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point out the most recent action in the Middle East demonstrates
the precarious nature of the oil supply from that area. We know
that almost instantaneously we can be placed into a position of
fuel shortages again. From the standpoint not only o f our
agriculture, but of our national defense, it makes s ense fo r u s
to develop an alternate supply of energy, princxpally grain
alcohol, and we ought to do it here in the s tate . Th xs gi v e s
the Nebraska farmer the opportunity to lead the way. I can t e l l
you that I am willing to place my career on the line, such as i t
may be or has been. And I ask that you join me in t he su p p o r t
of LB 1 " 3 0. Nr . Pr es i d ent , I ask unanimous con .ent to withdraw
t he p r o p o s a l .

PRESIDENT: Notion i withdrawn.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Rod Johnson would move to return
t he b i l l .

P RESIDENT: S e n a t o r Jo h n s o n .

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Nr. President, members, I won't take a lot
of time, bu I had several questions r n my head . I ' d l ake t o
ask Senator Schmit, just br i e f l y , so m e q u e s t i o n s i f h e woul d
r espond, p l e a s e .

S ENATOP, SCHNIT: Yes , Sen a t o r J oh n s o n , I ' d b e gl a d t o .

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Senator Schmi t, I 'm no t t r y i n g t o h ar as s
your bill, rn fact, I 'm going to vote for it. B ut I gu e s s I
gust need some clarificatxon because several p eo p le hav e asked
me this, and I want to be clear i n my mi n d i n ca se I am t ak en t o
task on this issue. The onl y t h i ng I r e al l y wa s currous about
rs the provision dealing with the checkoffs which seems to have
generated the mo st. opposi=ion by some...specifically some farm
groups. But I guess as the bill r ads, the firs ...is it the
first yea t h ere xs a cent and a half check-off,and then it is
reduc d to a cent, or is that the fi st 18 months'?

S ENATOR SCHNIT: W e h a v e an 18-month pe r i od , S enator Joh n s o n ,
wnere we h ave a cent and a half check-off with a cent refund
available if the farmer war -s it. Then the entire program
sunsets. At that period o. time the program zs over.

SENATOR R . J OH NSON: I see . So t he r e i s , s o there x s n o
. educing down t o t h e p e n n y .
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